POPUIATIOII 


The  Registrar  General’s  figure  for  the  population  of  the.  town  is  7>420} 
the  figure  for  19^3  was  7 >520.  It  is  probable  that  during  the  summer  holidays 
this  figure  is  more  than  doubled.  In  this  respect  it  is  difficult  to  estimate 
the  seasonal  increase  since  the  inception  of  Butlin’s  Minehead  Holiday  Camp. 

This  varies  from  week  to  week  and  v/e  have  no  constant  population  from  its 
opening  in  May  and  closing  in  September.  Its  administration  has  been  satisfactory 
during  the  season  under,  discussion.  The  Medical  Clinic,  which  is  responsible 
for  the  health  of  the  Camp  has  not  notified  any  complaints. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

After  many  years,  the  administration  of  the  water  supply  has  been  taken 
over  by  the  Water  Board.  The  quality  of  the  v/ater  is  still,  hov^ever,  within 
our  purview  and  the  usual  tests  are  taken  periodically. 

There  was  delay  in  the  final  handing  over  of  the  Hopcott  Reservoir  which 
was  finally  completed  in  August  1963*  The  delivery  of  the  water  is  continued 
as  heretofore,  but  is  now  no  longer  under  your  jurisdiction. 

The  accompanying  table  of  the  examination  of  specimens  taken  from  widely 
different  parts  of  the  supply  demonstrates  its  excellence  bacteriologically  and 
chemically. 


RAW  WATER 

- i 

TREATED  AFTER  GOING  INTO  SUPPLY 

. Bacteriological 

Chemical 

Bacteriological 

Chemical 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

20 

20 

6 

- 

36 

3 

- 

- 

The  water  is  supplied  to  the  public  from  the  mains  direct  to  the  houses. 
It  will  be  seen  from  the  accompanying  table  the  manner  of  its  distribution. 


Humber  of  Dwelling 
Houses 


Public 
Supply  , 

Water 

Companies 

^  ' 

Private  . 

BY  LIEAITS  OF  STANDPIPE 

Public 

.  •  1  *  /'.T"* 

Companion 

Privat  e 

2,767 

- 

I 

8 

_ 

- 

- 

swnmiHG  POOLS 

There  are  three  in  number;  the  Minehead  Swimming  Pool  7/hich  is  privately 
owned  and  is  filled  v.dth  sea  v/ater;  two  which  are  the  'property  of  the  Holiday 
Camp  and  are  filled  vd.th  fresh  water  from  the  Camp  supply.  The  treatment 
adopted  to  maintain  their  purity  is  the  same  in  all  cases,  that  is  re- circulation, 
filtration  and  automatic  chlorination. 

To  ensure  that  the  quality  of  the  water  is  maintained,  samples  are  taken 
frequently.  These  ensure  that  the  degree  of  chlorination  is  maintained  and 
there  is  no  trace  of  bacterial  infection.  Frequent  testing  indicated  that  in  all 
the  pools  a  safe  bathing  water  was  maintained.  The  filtration  and  chlorination 
plants  are  under  skilled  management  and  the  engineer  is  available  the  v/hole  of 
the  time  the  baths  are  in  operation.  The  efficiency  of  the  management  of  the 
pools  has  at  no  time  given  rise  to  anxiety. 

HOLIDAY  CAMP 


The  Public  Health  Inspector  is  in  constant  touch  with  the  Butlin  Holiday 
Camp  and  his  reports  are  satisfactory  with  regard  to  all  aspects  of  its 
administration . 

Medical  and  surgical  casualties  are  dealt  with  adequately,  and  to  our 
satisfaction,  by  qizalified  members  of  the  medical  profession. 


_  1 


UNFIT  AND  SUB-STAICDARI)  HOUSES 

The  Counteil  have  considered  the  question  of  unfit  houses  and  the  provisions 
of  the  Housing  Acts,  1957/‘19645  ^nd  as  it  ?/as  found  that  their  records  v/ere 
not  complete  they  have  appointed  an  assistant  to  undertake  an  inspection  of 
properties  in  the  district  under  the  supervision  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector, 
In  due  course  a  report  on  the  inspection  v/ill  be  submitted  to  the  Council. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL 


This  problem  is  still  unsolved,  but  it  has  become  a  simple  one.  It  is  now- 
decided  that  the  answer  is  to  be  found  in  a  tip.  Land  has  been  found  on  the 
Alcombe  marshes  that'-vvill  fill  your  requirements.  The  area  is  large  enough  for 
your  needs;  it  is  available;  its  geographical  position  is  not  an  obstacle,  and 
expense  not  an  unsurmountable  one.  In  fact  you  must  have  a  tip  to  take  over 
before  your  present  one  ends. 

One  has  been  found  and  it  remains  for  you  to  smooth  whatever  difficulties 
remain  and  negotiate  its  transfer.  At  present  the  position  is,  our  tip  is 
coming  to  an  end,  and  it  is  essential  that  another  is  ready  to  take  over  before 
then. 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE 


In  my  last  report  I^ mentioned  the  difficulties  before  you  and  the  means 
you  virere  devising  to  overcome  them.  As  the  result  of  your-  deliberations  the 
scheme  prepared  byyour  Consulting  Engineers  has  been  approved  by  the  Ministry 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government.  Tenders  will  shortly  be  invited  and  the 
recommended  tender  submitted  to  the  Ministr;^"  for  approval.  It  is  hoped  that 
v/ork  will  be  commenced  before  the  submission  of  m;;’^  next  report. 

This  v;ill  mark  the  end  of  a  long  and  tedious  argument  that  has  been  before 
you  for  too  long. 

PUBLIC  COMENIENCES 

Germane  to  this  subject  is  the  question  of  improvement  of  the  public 
lavatory  and  conveniences  of  the  town  and  neighbourhood. 

There  have  been  many  references  ro  this  subject  of  personal  cleanliness 
particularly  in  its  application  +-o  childrer.  Under  this  heading  the  matter  is 
taught  in  the  schools  and  much  a-''tention  is  dravm  to  it.  It  is  argued  that 
teaching  alone  is  not  of  uce  without. the  means  of  practicing  it. 

The  v/hole  question  of  public  lavatories  and  conveniences  has  sagged 
behind  the  demand  for  action.  The  matter  calls  for  quicker  and  altogether  more 
drastic  attention.  It  is  not  to  be  cured  by  closing  one’s  eyes. 

Improvements  in  this  direction  are  expensive  in  outlay  and  upkeep,  but  you 
are  not  asked  to  spend  money  on  luxuries,  but  on  one  of  the  bare  necessities 
of  decent  life. 

It  is  good  to  know  that  the  matter  is  receiving  your  attention,  and  the 
letters  of  complaint  from  visitors  and  residents  alike  will  become  less  frequent. 

OPEN  SPACES 

In  my  last  report  I  dealt  v;ith  this  subject  drav/ing  attention  to  the  need 
of  vigilance  in  guarding  our  open  spaces  and  beauty  spots  from  spoliation  and 
destruction  by  misdirection  or  lack  of  observation. 

It  is  our  duty  and  privilege  to  guard  our  heritage  against  any  threat  to 
its  integrity. 

Since  it  has  been  brought  to  my  notice  locally,  and  by  letters  sent  to  me 
frora  up  and  down  the  country'",  that  a  discu., sion  has  been  taking  place  anent  the 
provision  of  a  camping  site  on  the  North  Hill. 


The  North  Hill  is  one  of  the  beautiful  landma-rks  of  the  north  west  coast 
of  Somerset,  and  is  loved  by  local  inhabitants,  and  by  visitors  all  over  the 
country. 

The  natural  beauty  of  hill  and  coast,  and  the  neighbouring  hinterland  is 
hardly' likely  to  be  improved  by  the  hand  of' naan r  The  great  architect  of  the 
universe  has  dealt  with  it  down  the  ages  to  produce  all  the  treasures  of  the 
west  country,  and  not  in  vain.  '  ' 

I  am  not  pleading  either  for  its  retention  or  its  destruction,  but  I  am 
asking  you  to  thi ik  seriously  before  you  express  your  opinion. 

Little  begi:mings  have  sometimes  large  and  catastrophic  endings,  and  the 
futarre  is  not  easy  to  foresee. 

The  North  Hill  is  free  for  all  to  see  and  second  thoughts  are  sometimes 
better  thoughts. 

At  this  juncture  it  Trould  be  appropriate  to  mention  the  harbour  end  of  the 
sea  front  of  Minehead.  This  refers  to  all  that  land  to  the  west  of  the  Lifeboat 
Station,  and  includes  the  Gas  Works  and  Gas  Holders,  the  Quay  West  and  the  land 
on  v/hich  the  present  tip  is  situated. 

If  this  is  to  be  developed  as  an  amenity  to  Minehead,  control  of  the  area  by 
the  Town  Council  cannot  be  too  quickly  achieved. 

Unsightly  buildings  will  need  to  be .  dealt  v/ith  and  further  buildings 
limited  or  included  in  the  development. 

I  feel  that  this  area  must  be  safeguarded  so  that  a  plan  for  its  ultimate 
inclusion  in  the  amenities  of  Minehead  may  not  be  throttled  before  birth. 

I  will  take  this  opportunity  to  testify  once  more  hov;  much  Minehead  and 
its  visitors  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the  happy  appearance  the  tovm  and  its 
surroundings  display.  Residents  and  visitors  alike  are  eager  in  expressing 
their  appreciation  of  its  v/onderfully  fair  appearance  of  gardens  and  walks, 
and  the  tasteful  colouring  which  is  achieved  therein. 

A  debt  is  ov;ing  to  your  Surveyor,  Mr.  Holman,  and  his  Parks  Superintendent, 
Mr.  Holmes,  for  the  beautiful  effect  that  matures  without  fuss  or  bother.  It 
need  not  be  beautiful,  but  it  is,  and  they  tire  the  instigators  xvho  are  . 
responsible, 

MEAT  AND  OTIIcR  FOODS 

Meat  is  prepared  for  human  food^  at  the  slaughterhouse  from  where  it  is 
distributed  locally.  So  far  as  it  is  practical,  all  animals  are  inspected 
before  slaughter,  and  all  carcasses  and  offal  are  inspected  in  accordance  virith 
instructions  laid  down  in  Memorandum  62  Foods,  and  appropriate  action  taken 
'when  required. 

All  places  where  food  is  prepared,  etc.,  including  the  slaughterhouse, 
shops,  stalls  and  vehicles,  are  inspected  from  time  to  time  and  action  taken 
as  required.  Generally  the  cleanliness  of  these  establishments  and  vehicles  is 
satisfactory. 

A  list  of  premises  used  in  this  context,  in  alphabetical  order  follov/ss- 
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Bakehouses  . , , 

•  0  • 

1 

Fruiterers  and 
Greengrocers 

...  10 

Bakers ’  Shops 

•  •  • 

3 

Grocers  . 

■...  31 

Butchers 

. . . 

8 

Holiday  Camp 

•  o  •  1 

C  af  es  ... 

17 

Hostels  ...  ... 

...  1 

Chemists 

5 

Hotels  v/ith 

Restaurants  . . . 

...  11 

Clubs,  etc.  ... 

8 

Hotels,  Residential 

...  39 

Canteens 

2 

Licensed  Premises 

...  9 

Church  Halls  . • . 

6 

Fie  Factory 

1 

Dairies  . • •  • » « 

1 

Restaiarants 

...  6 

Dairy  Shops 

2 

Fishmongers 

3 

Fried  Ihsh  Shops 

•  •  • 

4 

The  number  of  inspections  given  to  these  premises  was  806  during  the  year. 

The  care,  cleanliness  and  compliance  v/ith  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  of 
these  premises  ‘was  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  19^3 
Registered  premises  and  persons  employed. 


Class  of  Premises 

Number  of 

Premises 

Registered 

Number  of 

Persons 

Employed 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspected 

Offices 

45 

222 

— 

Retail  Shops 

6? 

767 

1 

Wholesale  shops,  Warehouses 

3 

7 

- 

Catering  Establishments 

open  to  the  Public,  canteens 

16 

161 

— 

Fuel  Storage  depots 

2 

14 

- 

Total 

133 

1,171 

Total  -  Males 

449 

- 

Total  -  Females 

722 
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W.  BAIN,  M.B.,  B.S.,  Lond., 
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Private  19. 


Brook  House, 


With  the  compliments  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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MEA-T  mSPECTION,  I964 
C^lRCASES  INSPECTED  iCPD  CONPHvmED 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part  dirring  year:- 


j  ' 

Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Numher  killed  (if  known) 

356 

— 

20 

2,252 

875 

— 

Number  inspected 

356 

- 

20 

2,252 

875 

- 

All  diseases  except  Tubercu- 
losis  and  Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

1 

Carcases  of  v;hich  some  part 
or  organ  \7&s  condemned 

21 

4 

20 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
diseases  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

6fo 

O.3/0 

2.4/0 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  ca,rcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 

part  or  organ  was  condemned 

6 

•• 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  v/ith 
tuberculosis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0.7/ 

- 

Cysticercoses 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

1 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat¬ 
ment  by  refrigers^tion 

1 

- 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

.v._ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Weight  of  meat  condemned 
(in  IbSo)  fors- 

(a)  Tuberculoses 

(b 

Cysticercoses 

45 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(c. 

Other 

762  (al 

L  anim 

3,1s) 

Total  (in  lbs.)  condemned 

8O7 

- 

.  1 

- 

- 

-  i 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  to  1959 
P.AIT  1  OP  THE  ACT 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  hy  Public  Health  Inspector) . 


Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occui^iors 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  y/hich 

Sections  1,2j,3j4>  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

9 

11 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 

52 

41 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
.  -  Section  7  is  enforced 

by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out -workers 
premises)  . 

6l 

52 

- 

- 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  founds - 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  v/hich 
defects  were  found 

Niomber 
of  cases 
in  Y^rhich 
prosecutions 
were 

instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M. 
Inspeotor 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 

Overorowd-ing 

- 

- 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation 

“ 

- 

- 

- 

Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  v/hich 
defects  were  foimd 

Number 
of  cases 

Referred 

in  which 

prosecutions 

v/ere 

instituted 

' 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

i 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
0ut-\7ork) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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PiiJlT  VIII  OP  IHE  act 


Outwork 


No ,  of 

1 

out -workers 

0 

• 

0 

No .  of 

No.  of 

1 

in  August 

cases  of 

pros ecu- 

instances 

1 

1 

list 

defau.lt 

tions  for 

of  work  in 

Notices 

Prose-  j 

required 

in  sending 

failure 

unwhole- 

s  erved 

cutions 

by  section 

lists  to 

to  supply 

some 

1 

110(l)(o) 

the  Council 

lists 

premises 

1 

Wearing^  Making 

0 

apparel)  etc. 

Cleaning 

and 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

washing 

TOTAL 

2 

— 

... 

1 

1 

» 

INFECTIOUS  UISEaSES 


The  numher  of  notifiable  diseases  for  the  year  v/as  16,  compared  with  25 
for  1963.  The  cases  notified  were  all  of  a  mild  type  and  there  Y/ere  no  deaths 
associated  v/ith  them. 

Cases  requiring  institutional  treatment  are  sent  to  Taunton  Isolation 
Hospital. 

Disinfection  of  premises  after  infectious  diseases  is  carried  out  by  the 
Local  Authority,  also  after  cases  of  an  unhygienic  nature  on  receipt  of .  a.  Y/ritten 
request  from  the  General  Practitioner  in  attendance. 

tuberculosis" 

There  vYere  two  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified?  there  were  no  deaths. 

HOSPITAL 


The  Minehead  and  \/eso  Somers-^t  Hospital, is  entirely  administered  by  the 
Bridgv/ater,  Minehead  and  Burleigh  Management  Committee. 

Local  representation  is  supplied  by  the  House  Coimnittee.  This  Committee 
is  appointed  by  the  Committee  of  Management  from  information  supplied  to  it.  It 
is  empowered  to  make  recommendations  on  the  supervision  and  vj'elfare  of  the 
Institution  and  its  occupants  to  the  Committee  of  Management.  The  Committee  of 
Management  is  represented  on  the  House  Committee  by  three  of  its  members. 

MILK 


The  milk  supply  during  the  year  Y/as  satisfactorily  maintained.  Samples 
were  taken  from,  time  to  time  by  the  Coionty  Milk  Sampling  Officers. 

(a)  The  total  number  of  Registered  Distributors  Y^as  five. 

(b)  The  total  number  of  Registered  Dairy  Premises  (other  than  Dairy 

Farms)  was  one. 

MAiUJPACTURE  OP  ICE  CREM/I 


The  regulations  governing  this  manufacture  and  the  requirements  implicit 
in  them  have  tended  to  restrict  the  preparation  of  ice  cream  to  the  large 
v;holesale  houses.  The  distributors  find  it  more  profitable  to  purchase  their 
ice  cream  in  bulko  _  . 
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The  number  of  premises  registered  fors- 

Manufacture  and  Retail  .  1 

Manufacture  only  .  ^ 

Retail  only  . .  55 

HOUSING 
(a)  General 

The  total  number  of  houses  is  2,775.  During  the  year  there  were  no  houses 
erected  by  the  Local  Authority^  twenty  eight  were  erected  by  Private  Enterprise. 

The  total  number  of  applicants  for  Council  Houses  at  the  end  of  the  year 
Y/as  125. 

There  w;as  no  case  of  overcrov/ding. 


Number  of  Post-Lay  Houses  erected  Housing  Programme 

from  1st  April  1945  'to  31st  Dec.  19^4  19^4 


By  Local  Authority 

255 

By  Private  Enterprise 

296 

17  Old  People's 

Dv;el lings  and 

Warden ' s  accommodation 

No. of  permanent 

Gained  from 

Total 

Less  houses 

No. of  permanent 

dwellings  in 

conversions 

(a)+(b) 

demolished 

dv^el lings  in 

District  as  at 

and  erected 

closed,  etc. 

district  as  at 

31.12.63 

during  I964 

during  year 

31.12.64 

(a) 

(t) 

Xj  »  a.  • 

P.E. 

L.A.  359 

359 

- 

359 

2,416 

P.E.  2,367 

49 

2,416 

- 

- 

- 

Total  2,726 

49 

2,775 

- 

359 

2,416 

(b)  Old  People’s  Dwellings 


Nuiiber  erected  to  31. 12. 64 

Number  in  course  of  erection 

With  County 
Council  Aid 

Without  County 
Council  Aid 

With  Covin ty 
Council  Aid 

Without  County 
Council  Aid 

- 

- 

- 

- 1 

(o)  Improvement  Grants 
A.  Discretionary 

Number  of  applications  and  houses  dealt  Y/ith  by  Local  Authority  during  yoars^ 


Received 

Approved 

Applications 

No.  of  dYYellings 

Applications 

No.  of  dv/el lings 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Number  of  applications  approved  in  resj^ect  of  OY/ner/occupiers  during  the  year 

Average  cost  per  dYYelling  apporoved  during  year  ...  ...  £  - 

Amount  of  grant  payable  by  Local  Authority  .  £  - 

Number  of  dv/ellings  completed  during  year  .  - 


8 


B 


Standard 


■*-'"1.  Number  of  applications  (a)  Received  ...  10  . 

(b)  Approv  ed  ...  8 

2«  Number  of  houses  where  Standard  Amenities  have  been  provided  ...  8 

NOTE  —  Number  of  applications  approved  in  respect  of  owner/occupiers  during 
year  ...  5 

AlIBULiiNCE  TRANSPORT 

The  rearrangement  of  the  Sonerset  iimbulance  Transport  Service  has  been 
achieved  as  forecast  in  uy  last  report,  namely s- 

The  notification  given  by  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  of  the  termination 
of  the  agency  between  the  Brigade  and  the  Somerset  County  Council,  vhLth  effect 
from  the  31st  March,  I964,  has  been  carried  out.  On  that  date  also,  the 
Brigde  requested  that  the  tenancy  of  the  premises  at  the  Ambulance  Station  in 
orth  Road,  by  the  Somerset  County  Council,  be  terminated,  the  accommodation 
being  required  by  the  Brigade  for  teaching  and  training  purposes,  and  for  the 
garaging  of  Brigade  ambulances  used  in  the  Minehead  area.  This  also  has  been 
carried  out,  and  the  Somerset  Minehead  Sub-station  is  now  operating  from  the 
Sub-station  at  Minehead  in  premises  situated  in  Townsend  Road  adjacent  to  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church. 


The  Minehead  Divisions  of  the  St.  Jolm  Ambulance  Brigade  have  their  own 
private  ambulances  based  at  their  Headquarters  in  North  Road,  Minehead.  These 
consist  of  a  Bedford  ambulance  available  to  transport  invalids  on  journeys  which 
are  not  provided  for  by  the  National  Health  Seiarice,  and  is  on  a  voluntary  basis 
provided  by  the  Minehead  Divisions.  The  Divisions  also  jjossess  an  Austin 
0  lie  First-Aid  Unit  to  jjrovide  first-aid  service  and  nursing  facilities  at  any 
sports  meeting  in  the  area.  It  will  also  serve  in  this  capacity  on  the  Minehead 
sea  front  dicing  the  coming  season.  This  useful  ^init  is  fully  equipped  and 
staffed,  and  capable  of  o„..erative  surgery.  This,  I  have  no  doubt,  v;ill  prove  a 
very  useful  and  valuable  acquisition  to  the  neighbourhood. 

The  following  information  of  the  extent  of  work  done  by  the  Ambulance 
Service  indicates  the  extent,  but  not  the  details  of  the  work  performed; - 

From  January  to  March  I964  wh-'lst  under  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  agency 

Miles  travelled  15; 556  miles 

Patients  carried  ...  ...  -1^688 

From  April  to  December  I964  by  the  Sub-station  at  Minehead; - 

Miles  travelled  ...  ...  ,,,  47; 91 5  miles 

Patients  carried  .  5,442 

CLINICS 


and  V/est  Somerset  Hospital. 
VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births  -  Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population 
Illegitimate  Live  Births  (percent  of  total  ] 
Stillbirths  ...  0 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  one  year)  ... 


ire,  are 

held 

at  the 

Total 

M. 

F. 

84 

43 

41 

11 

5 

6 

12.8 

births) 

•  •  • 

11.6^ 

-  9  - 


Infant  Mortality  Rates 


Total  Infant  Deaths  per  1,000  live  births  ...  21.05 

Early  Noo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  one  week  per  1,000  total  live 
births)  ...  10.5 


Deaths 


Total  M.  F. 

136  65  71 


M. 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  ...  18.32 

An  analysis  of  the  vital  statistics  shov/s  that  the  total  deaths  registered 
were  136 5  in  I963  the  figure  was  I46. 

The  total  of  live  births  v/as  95?  compared  with  9I  "tRe  previous  year. 

V/ith  regard  to  the  deaths  occurring  in  age  groups,  tv/o  occui'red  under  one 
year?  one  betv/een  I5  and  24?  two  between  35  and  44?  seven  between  45  and  54? 
sixteen  betv;een  55  and  64?  thirty-five  between  65  and  74?  and  seventy-three  over 
the  age  of  75*  Four  occurred  over  the  age  of  90. 

Consideration  of  the  causes  of  deaths  shows  that  80  deaths  resulted  from 
diseases  of  the  circulatory  system?  the  figure  for  the  previous  year  being  89» 

Of  these  80  deaths,  lesions  of  the  coronary  vessels  of  the  heart  number  35? 
and  vascular  lesions  of  the  neivous  SjStem  I7.  There  v/ere  12  deaths  due  to 
respiratory  disease.  The  total  number  of  deaths  from  malignant  diseases  was 
26,  compared  y/ith  24  in  1963» 

I  regret  that  this  year  has  been  one  of  considerable  difficulty  in  so  far 
s  the  iDreparation  of  my  report  to  the  Council  is  concerned. 

I  v/as  bereft  early  in  the  current  year  of  my  iDersonal  Secretary  who  deals 
with  the  matters  affecting  the  Coxmcil  as  well  as  the  correspondence.  She  was 
taken  seriously  and  -unexpectedly  ill,  and  on  the  advice  of  the  Consultant  called 
in,  -uas  removed  to  Hospital  and  still  remains  under  his  supervision.  I  have 
every  hope  that  she  will  resume  her  duties  y;ith  me  within  the  next  month. 


As  to  the  general  health  of  the  district  for  which  I  am  responsible,  I 
am  able  to  say  that  it  is  satisfactory,  and  :n  several  directions  shows  definite 
Ijromise  of  further  improvement  ir  the  near  future. 

Minehead  ha,s  grovn  steadily  and  continues  to  grow.  The  seasonal  grovrth  has 
also  grown  and  exceptionally  so  during  the  last  few  years.  The  population  is  more 
than  trebled  at  the  peak  of  the  season,  and  this  increase  is  not  slovy  but  sudden. 
This  is  largely  due  to  the  large  and  popular  Holiday  Camp  under  the  proprietorship 
of  Sir  w’illiam  Butlin. 

The  bulk  of  the  extra  work  entailed  is'  borne  by  the  Officers  and  Servants  of 
the  District  Council  in  their  various  duties,  not  the  least  arduous  of  these  being 
the  duties  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector.  His  responsibilities  increase  not 
pari  passu  y;ith  the  increase  of  the  tovm,  but  y^ith  holiday  influx  into  the  town 
itself,  and  that  of  the  visitors  to  the  Camp  which  runs  into  many  thousands  v/hich 
are  constantly  changing,  as  he  is  responsible  for  so  much  of  the  health  and 
v/ell-being  of  the  v/hole  population  he  is  entitled  to  every  assistance  necessary. 

I  am  taking  this  opportunity  of  thanking  all  those  who  have  helped  in  the 
adEiinistration  of  the  Council’s  Health  Department  during  the  period  under 
discussion. 

Difficulties  have  arisen  only  to  be  overcome,  and  ydth  united  effort  have 
been  overcome . 

I  thank  you  all  and  congratulate  you  on  the  success  of  your  effort. 


V/ .  SalH ,  M .  B . ,  B .  S . ,  Bond . , 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Brook  House,  Minehead. 


June,  1965* 
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